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ON THE MOVE 

After 17 years in our current office, all of the closets are full.  It’s obviously time to move.  And we found a beautiful office up north in Novato.  This move will provide:
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GRAPES & WINE




· Easy access for many clients, just off Hwy 101 at the San Marin / Atherton exit.

· 50% more space (& empty closets)  

· Parking for our growing staff and visiting clients

Moving day is Friday, September 24th.  We will be open for business in the new office on Monday, September 27th.  Please make sure the right folks at your company have our new address, phone and fax numbers. 

7599 Redwood Blvd, Suite 103

Novato, CA 94945

Telephone:  415-209-9463 (415- 209-Wine)  

 Fax:  415-209-0079





        New Turrentine Brokerage Home 

CHAINSAWS & TEMPERANCE
If you make chainsaws, you had better remember that chainsaws are the most dangerous and accident-prone of all tools.  If you do forget, the lawsuits will soon remind you.  This does not mean you should quit making chainsaws.  It just means that safety must be your number one concern.  Is wine as dangerous as a chainsaw?  Certainly not for the vast majority of wine drinkers, who enjoy wine responsibly and who may actually receive significant health benefits from moderate consumption.  For some people, however, an alcoholic beverage may be as dangerous as a chainsaw because some people are unable or unwilling to moderate their consumption. A human being out of control due to excess alcohol can be at least as dangerous as a saw blade out of control.  

Chainsaw manufacturers can keep improving safety by technological improvements and by safety instructions.  Anti-alcohol types would say that the safety of wine could be improved through technology by simply removing 
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the alcohol.  But alcohol is an essential component of the taste and mouth feel of wine.  Furthermore, the relaxing effect of moderate alcohol consumption is a legitimate benefit of wine consumption just as the stimulating effect 
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of caffeine is a legitimate benefit of moderate coffee consumption.  Safety glasses and formal safety instructions are necessary for the use of chainsaws, but such measures are hardly appropriate for sipping Syrah with friends or during a candlelight dinner for two.  

So how do we manage safety improvements and safety instructions for wine?  Anti-alcohol groups worldwide have adopted a plan.  They would reduce total consumption of alcoholic beverages by imposing marketing restrictions, limiting availability and dramatically increasing taxes.  The impact of the 60 Minutes “French Paradox” program first run in 1991 has helped to slow down the anti-alcohol agenda.  But that agenda is still there, backed by big dollars and dedicated opponents of alcohol.  According to writer Gene Ford (see The Science of Healthy Drinking), the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’ current policy book, Healthy People 2010, seeks a breath-taking 25% reduction in U.S. consumption.  The World Health Organization is promoting a similar drastic reduction around the world.  These folks also link alcohol to illegal drugs and encourage cops to teach kids in school that the wine their parents enjoy with dinner is really no different from cocaine or heroin.

Obviously, these types of policies are contrary to the business interests of winegrape growers and winemakers.  But, even more importantly, these policies are against the interests of American society as a whole because they fail to help those who need help, they penalize temperate consumers and they perpetuate attitudes toward alcohol that may ultimately foster misuse.  Common sense tells us that the majority of consumers who are temperate in their use of alcoholic beverages are precisely the ones who will cut back on their consumption in the face of tax increases and restriction of availability.  These folks enjoy the legitimate pleasures of wine and other alcoholic beverages but they are not compulsive or addictive in their use.  But, almost by definition, those who are compulsive, those who abuse alcohol as a seemingly necessary escape from reality, will continue to seek it out despite these barriers.  The whole history of Prohibition in the United States would seem to confirm that these kinds of measures do not curb alcohol abuse and in fact tend to glorify hard drinking as a romantic defiance of over-reaching government bureaucracy.  Far from furthering the goals of temperance, Prohibition contributed to a celebration of abuse that still lingers in American society.

Alcohol abuse is a complex human behavior influenced, like all human behavior, by genetics, by cultural assumptions, by individual experience, by reason and by psychological needs.  The United States has inherited a dysfunctional approach to alcohol from Northern Europe, an approach that tends to alternate between abstinence and abuse. A more civilized approach is to tame the use of alcohol, that is, to instill the value of temperance.  The wine community is uniquely positioned to address the cultural part of this equation. Wine, after all, is the beverage that Socrates enjoyed, that Jesus made and that Louis Pasteur praised as the “most hygienic of beverages”.  It is a celebration of life when it is used properly.  And it is a potential destroyer of life when it is abused.  The wine community has an obligation – and a defensive need – to be involved in not only encouraging the proper use but also to help figure out how to discourage the abuse of this wonderful fruit of the vine.  

THE BIG SQUEEZE  

Everything is ripe at the same time.  Sauvignon Blanc and Cabernet coming in on the same day.  No more room in the queue and no trucks even if there was room.  Grapes unsold until they reach 24 or 25 or 26.  But fermentors keep turning over and buyers keep turning up.  It’s pretty nerve-racking, especially for growers.  They invest effort and money in a crop all year.  And the crop does not sell until a day or two before it needs to be picked.  Prices are generally higher than last year but in many cases they are still below farming costs.  

GRAPES & WINES IN BULK

There are still grapes available, including some great bargains.  Give us a call if you can squeeze any more.  Our guess is that the grape market will look cheap relative to next spring’s bulk market. Remarkably, we still have some bulk wine buyers active – definitely not at the winemakers’ choice – even at the peak of crush.  And other buyers have indicated a post-crush interest in such items as: North Coast Chardonnay, 2003 and 2004 Sonoma County Chardonnay, 2004 Napa Sauvignon Blanc, 03 reds, White Zinfandel, 2004 Pinot Grigio, Central Valley dry white and dry red.
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Wine, after all, is the beverage that Socrates enjoyed, that Jesus made and that Louis Pasteur praised as the “most hygienic of beverages”.








